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Abstract




    
This study was conducted to compare two Basketballs - the 8-panel ball and the 12-panel ball - in terms of players' shooting accuracy. More specifically the study sought to find out if an increase in the number of panels resulted in an improvement in the percentages of 3-point field goals and free throws. Teams that participated in the last two conferences of the Philippine Basketball Association were considered for the study. Data gathered showed a decrease in the scores between the two conferences. For team scores : in the 3-pt FG% teams recorded a mean score of 30.69% with the 8-panel ball then recorded an average of 29.5% with the 12-panel ball. The FT% of 68.01% was recorded for the 8-panel ball and an average of 66.98% with the 12-panel ball. For the individual scores, the man for the 3-pt FG% decreased from 39.46% with the 8-panel ball to 31.03% with the 12-panel ball. FT% also decreased from 84.89% with the 8-panel ball to 79.55% with the new ball. The Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test was used and the study found that the decrease in team scores was insignificant. However the decrease in the individual scores was significant. These findings do not support earlier claims that an increase in the number of panels will improve shooting accuracy. Further study is encouraged to try to determine whether the new feature does affect performance in terms of accuracy. 
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